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Purpose of Section 106 Review

ÅRequires federal agencies to consider the projects they carry out, 
approve, or fund, and the projectsô effects on historic properties.

ÅMembers of the public have a voice when federal actions may 
affect properties that qualify for the National Register of Historic 
Places

ÅSection 106 review encourages but does not mandate
preservation.



Four Step Process (in theory)

1.Initiation of Section 106 Review

2.Identification of Historic Properties

3.Assessment of Effects to Historic Properties

4.Resolution of Adverse Effects



Determine if there is an Undertaking

An Undertaking is any activity that is likely to have an effect on historic 
properties.

CDBG projects that we often review: 

ÅDowntown Revitalization ïhistoric restoration, ADA, façade improvements, 
signage, etc. 

ÅOwner Occupied Rehabilitation ïrehabilitation of residences

ÅPublic Works ïsewer and infrastructure improvements, libraries, parks, ADA

ÅWater/Wastewaterïpublicly owned water system improvements



How do we know if something is 
ñhistoricò?

For our purposes, ñhistoricò means eligible for listing (or listed) in the 
National Register of Historic Places.

1. Age: Must be fifty years old or older

2. Significance: Must tell a story that is significant in American history 
or about a person significant to our history, have architectural 
significance, OR be likely to teach us something in the future 
(archeology)

3. Historic Integrity: Must be able to convey its significance by looking 
much as it did historically.



Historic Integrity ïbefore and after 
examples



Historic Integrity ïbefore and after 
examples
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Historic Integrity ïbefore and after 
examples

ÅThe building in 2008.



Questions so far?



What do we consider?

For DTR projects:
ÅIs the property in a historic district? If 

yes, does it contribute to the district? 
If not, is it individually eligible or 
listed?

ÅDoes it still retain its historic 
integrity? Does it have original 
windows? Cast iron storefronts? 
Original doors, masonry, etc.?



Communicating with SHPO early and 
often

ÅGet advanced warning of 
whether properties are listed 
in the NRHP or eligible for 
listing

ÅPick our brains about 
potential issues we can 
foresee

ÅAvoid needless waste of 
time or resources if the 
project has to backtrack 
over decisions made in 
haste



Alliance
Auburn
Beatrice
Broken Bow
Chadron
Columbus
Cozad
Crete
Fairbury
Falls City
Fremont
Grand Island
Grant
Hartington
Hastings
Hooper
Humboldt

Kearney
Lincoln 
Nebraska City
Neligh
Omaha
Pawnee City
Plattsmouth
Ponca
Red Cloud
Schuyler
Seward
Sidney
Steele City
Superior
Tecumseh
Unadilla
Wayne

Cities with Commercial
HISTORIC DISTRICTS

1,750+ Contributing Buildings


